WE CLAIM : 

A . Apparatus for retrieving and retransmitting data processing network information in 
response to a user selection request, comprising: 

means for transmitting first selection information to be displayed on a television; 

means for receiving a user selection request based on the transmitted first selection 
information; 

means for retrieving data processing network information, in a network format, 
corresponding to the user selection request; 

means for transforming the data processing network information from the network format 
having a first interactive element to a television format having a second interactive element; and 

means for transmitting the data processing network information in the television format to 
the television. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the means for transforming includes: 

means for scanning the retrieved data processing network information to identify second 
selection information as the first interactive element; and 

transforming the data processing network information by creating television information 
having third selection information corresponding to the second interactive element. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first selection information comprises a menu, and 
wherein the means for receiving a user selection request includes means for receiving a signal 
corresponding to a selection from the menu. 
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4. The apparatus of claim 3, further comprising means for customizing the menu. 

5. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the means for receiving a user selection request 
includes: 

means for translating the user selection request into the network location. 

6. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the means for receiving a user selection request 
includes: 

means for receiving signals from a set top box connected to the television. 

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the means for receiving a user selection request 
includes: 

means for receiving signals from a distribution system. 

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the means for retrieving network information includes: 
an interface to the Internet. 

9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the means for retrieving network information includes: 
means for managing multiple user sessions. 
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10. 



The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the means for retrieving network information includes: 
means for logging user session activity. 



1 1 . The apparatus of claim 1 5 wherein the means for retrieving network information includes: 
means for caching network information. 

12. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the means for transmitting includes: 

means for transmitting the television information over a television distribution system. 

/ 13. A method of retrieving and retransmitting data processing network information in 
response to a user selection request, comprising: 

transmitting first selection information to be displayed on a television; 

receiving a user selection request based on the transmitted first selection information; 

retrieving data processing network information, in a network format, corresponding to the 
user selection request; 

transforming the data processing network information from the network format having a 
first interactive element to a television format having a second interactive element; and 

transmitting the data processing network information in the television format to the 



14. The method of claim 13, wherein the step of transforming includes the substeps of: 



television. 
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scanning the retrieved data processing network information to identify second selection 
information as the first interactive element; and 

transforming the data processing network information by creating television information 
having third selection information corresponding to the second interactive element. 

15. The method of claim 13, wherein the first selection information includes a menu, and 
wherein the receiving a user selection request includes the substep of: 

receiving a signal corresponding to a selection from the menu. 

1 6. The method of claim 1 5, further comprising: 
means for customizing the menu. 

17. The method of claim 13, wherein the receiving a user selection request includes the 
substep of: 

translating the user selection request into the network location. 

1 8. The method of claim 13, wherein the receiving a user selection request includes the 
substep of: 

receiving signals from a set top box connected to the television. 

1 9. The method of claim 1 3, wherein the receiving a user selection request includes the 
substep of: 
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receiving signals from a distribution system. 

The method of claim 13, wherein the retrieving network information includes the substep 
interfacing to the Internet. 

The method of claim 13, wherein the retrieving network information includes the substep 
managing multiple user sessions. 

The method of claim 13, wherein the retrieving network information includes the step of: 
logging user session activity. 

The method of claim 13, wherein the retrieving network information includes the substep 
caching the network information. 

The method of claim 13, wherein the transmitting includes the substep of: 
transmitting the television information over a distribution system. 
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25. A system for retrieving data processing network information in response to a user 
selection request, and retransmitting the data processing network information to a set top box, 
comprising: 

a set top box connected to a television for transmitting television information to the 
television and for transmitting user selection requests; and 

means for retrieving data processing network information, comprising: 

means for transmitting first selection information to the set top box for display on 
the television; 

means for receiving a user selection request based on the transmitted first 

selection information; 
means for retrieving data processing network information, in a network format 

having a first interactive element, corresponding to the user selection 

request; 

means for transforming the data processing network information from the network 
format to a television format having a second interactive element; and 

means for transmitting the data processing network information in the television 
format to the set top box for display on the television. 
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26. The apparatus of claim 25, wherein the means for transforming includes: 

means for scanning the retrieved data processing network information to identify second 
selection information as the first interactive element; and 

transforming the data processing network information by creating television information 
having third selection information corresponding to the second interactive element. 

27. The apparatus of claim 25, wherein the first selection information comprises a menu, and 
wherein the means for receiving a user selection request includes means for receiving a signal 
corresponding to a selection from the menu. 

28. The apparatus of claim 27, further comprising means for customizing the menu. 

29. The apparatus of claim 25, wherein the means for receiving a user selection request 
includes: 

means for translating the user selection request into the network location. 

30. The apparatus of claim 25, wherein the means for receiving a user selection request 
includes: 

means for receiving signals from a set top box connected to the television. 

3 1 . The apparatus of claim 25, wherein the means for receiving a user selection request 



includes: 
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means for receiving signals from a distribution system. 

32. The apparatus of claim 25, wherein the means for retrieving network information 
includes: 

an interface to the Internet. 

33. The apparatus of claim 25, wherein the means for retrieving network information 
includes: 

means for managing multiple user sessions. 

34. The apparatus of claim 25, wherein the means for retrieving network information 
includes: 

means for logging user session activity. 

35. The apparatus of claim 25, wherein the means for retrieving network information 
includes: 

means for caching network information. 

36. The apparatus of claim 25, wherein the means for transmitting includes: 

means for transmitting the television information over a television distribution system. 
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